Tendering of passenger
rail traffic in Norway
Rail passenger service tender 2: «Nord»
Overview of current services and traffic

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dovrebanen line
Raumabanen line
Rørosbanen line
Trønderbanen line
Meråkerbanen line
Nordlandsbanen line
Saltenpendelen line

Rail passenger
service tender 2: «Nord»
The tender consists of seven passenger rail products:
• Dovrebanen line: long-distance train services between Oslo Central
Station and Trondheim Central Station.
• Raumabanen line: regional train services/shuttle between Åndalsnes
and Dombås, corresponding with Dovrebanen line services.
• Rørosbanen line: regional train services between Hamar, Røros and
Trondheim Central Station.
• Nordlandsbanen line: long-distance and regional train services
between Trondheim Central Station, Mosjøen, Mo i Rana and Bodø.
• Trønderbanen line: local train services between Oppdal/Melhus,
Trondheim Central Station and Steinkjer.
• Meråkerbanen line: regional train services between Trondheim Central
Station and Storlien (border station), corresponding with trains to
Östersund and Sundsvall in Sweden.
• Saltenpendelen regional line: local train services between Rognan and
Bodø.
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Route length
1843 km

(Trønderbanen and
Saltenpendelen not
included)

Number of stations
served
105
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
57

Saturday
27

Sunday
30

Passenger journeys
2014
2,9 million
Revenue 2014
1032 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
500,8 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
532,1 million

Seat km 2014
1115,9 million

Train km 2014
6,5 million

Rail passenger service tender 2 “Nord” covers routes serving parts of Nord
land county (pop: 242.000), Nord-Trøndelag county (pop: 136.000), Sør-
Trøndelag county (pop: 310.000), Møre og Romsdal county (pop: 264.000),
Oppland county (pop: 189.000) and Hedmark county (pop: 195.000).
With a population of 185.000, Trondheim is the third largest municipality in
Norway. The wider Trondheim metropolitan area has a population of 280
000, which makes it the fourth largest in Norway. Trondheim has a strong
historical significance in Norway, both as a former capital and as a religious
centre. The city of Trondheim is also an important centre for technology
and the home of NTNU, Norway’s foremost technical university, and several
research centres. It is also the regional capital of central Norway.
Bodø is the administration centre of Nordland county and the Salten region.
The population of the Salten region is 74.000. Bodø is the northern terminus
of the Nordlandsbanen line, with ferry connections to destinations along the
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coast and in the Lofoten archipelago. Fauske is the hub for overland transport, with bus connections running north to Narvik and the rest of Northern
Norway.
The Dovrebanen line connects Trøndelag (Sør-Trøndelag and Nord-
Trøndelag counties) and Gudbrandsdalen (valley north of Lillehammer) to
the Oslo region and Oslo Airport Gardermoen. The services on the Rauma
banen line connects Møre og Romsdal county with the long distance services on the Dovrebanen line. The Rauma line is also being developed as a
tourist destination.
The Nordlandsbanen line connects the counties of Nordland and Nord-Trøndelag and parts of Sør-Trøndelag to Trondheim and the rest of the Norwegian railway network. The local trains between Steinkjer and Melhus/Lundamo/Oppdal along parts of the Nordlandsbanen and Dovrebanen lines are
branded as Trønderbanen, these trains serve the long distance commuters
around Trondheim. Both Nordlandsbanen and Trønderbanen line services
provide a rail link to and from Trondheim Airport Værnes, the fourth busiest
airport of Norway with 4.3 million passengers (2015).
The Dovrebanen line is electrified, while the other lines currently use diesel
power. As part of the effort to improve intercity connections, the route from
Oslo to Lillehammer is currently being developed into a modern, double track
railway. The rest of the network is single-tracked. The completion of this project will enhance the competitiveness of the railway for passenger journeys to
the capital area.
The train units on the railway lines of Røros, Rauma, Nordland and Meråker
are diesel-powered. However, electrification of the Trønderbanen line and
the Meråkerbanen line will be considered during the contract period.
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Dovrebanen line
Route length
549 km
Number of stations
served
17
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
4

Saturday
2

Sunday
4

Passenger journeys
2014
701 500
Revenue 2014
260 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
229,1 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
250,3 million

Seat km 2014
396,4 million

Train km 2014
1,5 million

Punctuality 2015
Overnight trains:
95 %
Day trains: 82 %

Market
The Dovrebanen line mainly serves traffic between Trøndelag/Åndalsnes
and the stations between Lillehammer and Oslo. However, there is also considerable traffic between destinations enroute. With a journey time of 6 ½
hours between Trondheim and Oslo, rail travel is a competitive means of
transport for leisure travellers compared to private cars and long distance
buses. For business travellers the journey time is competitive between destinations enroute, such as Oppdal-Oslo or Lillehammer-Trondheim.
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Fåvang, Dovrebanen

The route between Lillehammer and Oslo represents a considerable commuter market, however this is predominantly served by hourly regional
trains (branded InterCity) that are not part of Rail passenger service tender
2 “Nord”.

Rail services
The Dovrebanen line has about 26 departures per week in each direction:
four every day on weekdays, two on Saturdays and four on Sundays.

Competing services
Currently there are 29 daily flights in each direction between Trondheim
and Oslo, and a direct express bus departure in each direction Fridays and
Sundays only.

Rolling stock
The rolling stock used on the Dovrebanen line is a mix of NSB Class 73 four
car EMUs and NSB El 18 electric locomotives with B-5 and WLAB2 coaching
stock. The locomotives and coaching stock is used in the overnight departures and their daytime return workings.

Infrastructure
Running from Eidsvoll to Trondheim, the Dovrebanen line is 485 kilometres
long. In addition, the train services use the 64 kilometres long Gardermo
banen line between Oslo and Eidsvoll. From Eidsvoll northwards, the Dovre
banen line is mainly single-track.
The Dovrebanen line trains serves 17 stations, of which other trains in the
tender also serve three. The regional trains south of Lillehammer also serve
seven of the 17 stations.

Future plans
The route between Oslo and Lillehammer is part of the InterCity development plan, that envisions a double tracked railway network in the wider Oslo
region. Currently, only Oslo S – Oslo Airport Gardermoen – Venjar (Eidsvoll)
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and Langset – Kleverud (along lake Mjøsa) are double tracked. Both sections
are south of Hamar. The journey time effect of the latter is expected to be
taken into the timetabling by December 2016.
Currently it is planned that the remaining sections between Venjar and Hamar
will be completed by 2024. This will reduce the journey time between Oslo
and Hamar by about 30 minutes, while also allowing for more departures
and better punctuality. Completion of the double tracking to Lillehammer is
currently envisioned for 2030. This will cut the journey time between Oslo
and Trondheim by a further 20 minutes.
Work to increase the reliability of the Dovrebanen line is a priority. The government wants to reduce the number of incidents due to climate change
and extreme weather to a minimum.

Mjøsa, Dovrebanen
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Raumabanen line
Route length
115 km
Number of stations
served
5
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
4

Saturday
2

Sunday
3

Passenger journeys
2014
117 000
Revenue 2014
57,2 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
14,5 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
13,1 million

Seat km 2014
30,9 million

Train km 2014
351 000

Punctuality 2014
93 %

Market
The Raumabanen line mainly caters to travellers that are using the Dovre
banen line to reach Møre og Romsdal county, but is also being developed as
a tourist destination in its own right. Åndalsnes is the rail terminus and hub
for both freight and passenger traffic to and from Møre og Romsdal county
(pop: 264.000).
The Raumabanen line runs through a shifting landscape of mountain villages
in the far north of Oppland to spectacular views in the steep Romsdalen
valley, crossing the picturesque Kylling bridge and the water fall Vermafossen, running below the rock face of Trollveggen (the Troll Wall), to the
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fjord of Åndalsnes. The landscape
and Åndalsnes cruise port makes
Raumabanen a tourist destination
with potential for considerable
traffic increase.

Åndalsnes station, Raumabanen

Train services
Off-season, Raumabanen has app
roximately 25 departures per week
in each direction: four departures
per day on weekdays, two on
Saturdays and three on Sundays
between Åndalsnes and Dombås.
One daily departure runs to/from
Lillehammer and Hamar.

Between May and August, separate tourist trains and bus connections are
offered to cruise passengers and other tourists. These services run between
Åndalsnes and Bjorli, and allow for photo shoots by a mixture of stops and
slow running in areas of tourist interest.

Rolling stock
The rolling stock on the Raumabanen line is predominantly made up by NSB
Class 93 diesel multiple units. The tourist trains in the summer season are mainly
provided by NSB Di4 diesel locomotives and coaching stock. The rolling stock is
maintained in Trondheim, which it reaches through providing revenue services
on the Rørosbanen line and a daily departure between Dombås and Hamar.

Infrastructure
The Raumabanen line runs 115 kilometres between the Dovrebanen line at
Dombås and Åndalsnes. It is a single track, non-electrified line and it has five
stations/stops enroute.

10 · Tendering of passenger rail traffic in Norway

Rørosbanen line
Route length
382 km
Number of stations
served
39
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
7

Saturday
4

Sunday
4

Passenger journeys
2014
448 800
Revenue 2014
162,4 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
60,3 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
54,5 million

Seat km 2014
150,2 million

Train km 2014
1,3 million

Punctuality 2014
Hamar–Røros 80 %
Røros–Trondheim
83 %

Market
The Rørosbanen line connects the Østerdalen valley and the Røros area
with Trondheim, Elverum and Hamar. The train services on the line is an
important public transport offering in Hedmark county (pop: 195.000). The
Rørosbanen line serves 10 municipalities between Elverum and Støren with
a total population of 55.000. There are stations in all of the main villages
along the line. The trains on the Rørosbanen correspond with regional trains
at Hamar, thus providing a good service between Østerdalen and the Oslo
region, including Oslo Airport Gardermoen. A long distance bus service
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Gaula bridge, Rørosbanen

 rovide a competitive offering between Elverum, Oslo Gardermoen Airport
p
and Oslo with six daily departures in each direction.
To the north, the Rørosbanen line connects the Nord-Østerdal valley, Røros
and the Gauldalen valley with Trondheim.

Rail services
The Rørosbanen line has 43 departures per week in each direction: seven
weekday services, four on Saturdays and four on Sundays. Some departures
are extended from Røros to Trondheim.

Rolling stock
The rolling stock used on the Rørosbanen line is a mixture of NSB Class 92
and 93 diesel multiple units. It is being considered to replace the NSB Class
92 DMUs during the contract period.
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Infrastructure
The Rørosbanen line is 382 kilometres long between Hamar and Støren.
The line runs east from Hamar to Elverum, before heading north through
Østerdalen valley, serving the mountain town of Røros and through Gauldalen
to Støren. At Støren the Rørosbanen line services continues 52 km along the
Dovrebanen line to reach Trondheim. The line is not electrified.
Rørosbanen serves 39 stations in total, of which other trains in Rail passenger tender 2 “Nord” also serve five stations. Hamar is an important transfer
station to regional trains between Lillehammer and Oslo, and long distance
trains on the Dovrebanen Line.

Future plans
The Norwegian National Rail Administration submitted in 2015 a report
about the non-electric stretches. The report recommends continued work
to electrify the Rørosbanen and Solørbanen (Elverum-Kongsvinger) lines.
Measures will be considered in connection with the development of the
National Transport Plan for 2018-2029.
The development of intercity trains will ensure much faster and more frequent train services between Hamar, Oslo airport and Oslo Central Station.
This will increase the competitiveness of the Rørosbanen and the trips
bound for Oslo.
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Rørosbanen, winter

Nordlandsbanen line
Route length
726 km
Number of stations
served
39
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
5

Saturday
3

Sunday
4

Passenger journeys
2014
452 700
Revenue 2014
310,2 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
113,6 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
145,4 million

Seat km 2014
313,4 million

Train km 2014
1,7 million

Punctuality 2014
88 %

Market
The Nordlandsbanen line is the longest main line in Norway, serving the
most populous area of Nord-Trøndelag county (pop: 85.000) and parts of
Nordland county (pop: 105.000), as well as Malvik municipality (pop: 13.500)
in Sør-Trøndelag. The railway line runs through most cities and urban areas
along this corridor, including Steinkjer, Mosjøen, Mo i Rana and Fauske, as
well as Trondheim Airport Værnes. Trondheim serves as a hub for most train
services in Rail passenger service tender “Nord”.
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Morning, Mosjøen station, Nordlandsbanen

The Nordlandsbanen line services cover several travel markets between
Bodø and Trondheim; within and between the areas of Salten, Helgeland,
Innherred (Nord-Trøndelag), Trondheim Airport Værnes and the Trondheim
metropolitan area. In the summer, there is some tourist traffic. The line
crosses the polar circle in the Saltfjellet mountain area, bringing passengers
into the land of the midnight sun at summer time.

Train services
On the Nordlandsbanen there are 32 weekly departures in each direction.
There are five departures daily on weekdays, three on Saturdays and four
on Sundays.
Between Trondheim and Bodø there are two direct long-distance trains per
day in each direction (one night train and one day train). There is also one
pair of regional trains per day between Trondheim and Mo i Rana and one
pair of regional trains between Bodø and Mosjøen. On the route between
Steinkjer and Bodø, these trains serve eight municipalities with a total of
60.000 inhabitants.
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Competing services
Between Trondheim Airport Værnes and the regional airports along the
Nordlandsbanen - Mosjøen, Mo i Rana and Bodø – there are five, four and
six daily flights respectively in each direction. In addition there are four
daily departures Bodø-Mosjøen and Bodø-Mo i Rana. Except for three daily
departures between Steinkjer and Trondheim, there are no competing long
distance buses along the Nordlandsbanen.

Rolling stock
The long-distance trains on the Nordslandsbanen uses NSB Di 4 diesel locomotives and B-5 and WLAB2 coaching stock.
The regional trains use NSB Class 93 diesel multiple units. These DMUs are
also used in the Saltenpendelen commuter line.

Infrastructure
The Nordlandsbanen line covers 726 route kilometres between Trondheim
to Bodø. The line runs through a great variety of landscapes and climate
zones, from coastal plains to inland villages and mountains. The railway line
is not electrified.
The Nordlandsbanen line serves 39 stations, of which there are 12 stations
(six in each end) that are also served by other train services in the same
tender.
The plans for electrification of the Trønderbanen line between Trondheim
Central Station and Steinkjer are currently envisioned to be completed
within the contract period. This may provide opportunities for shorter travel
time for long-distance trains on the same stretch. The decision to electrify
this route will depend on the outcome of the work towards the National
Transport Plan 2018-2029.
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Trønderbanen line
Route length
164 km
Number of stations
served
36
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
28

Saturday
13

Sunday
10

Passenger journeys
2014
1,07 million
Revenue 2014
189,1 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
74,4 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
61,4 million

Seat km 2014
192,8 million

Train km 2014
1,4 million

Punctuality 2014
94 %

Market
The local trains on the Trønderbanen line have a strong position in the long
distance commuting market in Trøndelag, especially north of Trondheim.
This market represents approximately one third of all passenger journeys in
Rail passenger service tender 2 “Nord”. Between Trondheim and Steinkjer,
this line serves four municipalities and their 50.000 inhabitants. Trondheim
has 185.000 inhabitants and 115.000 jobs. Steinkjer has 22.000 inhabitants
and 11.000 jobs. The hourly service from Steinkjer continue through Trondheim serving the regional hospital, St. Olav’s at Marienborg station, before
terminating at Melhus/Lundamo.
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Værnes Airport, Trønderbanen

At Trondheim Airport Værnes the train station is directly connected to the
airport terminal. Local trains on the Trønderbanen line thus serve as a
feeder to the airport. Two express bus lines to Trondheim also serve the
airport, both operating with a frequency of up to six departures in each
direction per hour.

Train services
There are a total of 163 local train departures per week in each direction:
28 daily departures on weekdays, 13 departures on Saturdays and 10 on
Sundays in each direction.
Between Steinkjer and Melhus there is an hourly service on weekdays,
reduced to one every two hours after 7 pm and on weekends. About half
the departures are extended to Lundamo south of Trondheim. Additional
peak hour services run between Steinkjer and Lerkendal, serving the main
campus of the Norwegian University of Science and Technology.
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Rolling stock
The Trønderbanen line local services use NSB Class 92 diesel multiple units.
It is being considered to replace the NSB Class 92 DMUs during the contract
period.

Infrastructure
Between Trondheim and Steinkjer, the Trønderbanen local services use the
single-track, non-electrified Nordlandsbanen line. South of Trondheim trains
run on the electrified Dovrebanen line.
Trønderbanen serves 36 stations, of which other trains in the same tender
also serve 21 stations.

Future plans
Plans for the electrification of the Trønderbanen and Meråkerbanen lines
have been developed. Combined with the completion of the double tracking
between Hell and Værnes, this would reduce travel time significantly and
provide an opportunity to further develop the Trønderbanen local services.
The decision to electrify this route depend on the outcome of the work
towards the National Transport Plan 2018-2029.
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Meråkerbanen line
Route length
71 km
Number of stations
served
13
Number of trains
per day
Passenger journeys
2014
52 800

Weekday
2

Saturday
2

Sunday
2

During 2014 cross border services
were replaced by bus due to
infrastructure works

Revenue 2014
19,7 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
3,1 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
4,6 million

Seat km 2014
18,6 million

Punctuality 2014
82 %
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Train km 2014
136 000

Market
The train services on the Meråkerbanen line between Trondheim and
Storlien, and the corresponding regional services in Sweden, are jointly marketed regionally as the “neighbour train”, connecting Trondheim with the
Swedish ski resort Åre and the regional capitals of Östersund and Sundsvall.
The services in Sweden are tendered by Norrtåg AB, which is owned by the
counties in Northern Sweden.

Train services
On the Meråkerbanen line there are 14 departures per week in each direction: two daily departures.

Rolling stock
The rolling stock on the Meråkerbanen line consists of NSB Class 92 diesel
multiple units.
It is being considered to replace the NSB Class 92 DMU’s during the contract
period.

Infrastructure
Between Trondheim and Hell the Meråkerbanen line trains follow the
Nordlandsbanen line. The Meråkerbanen line runs 71 kilometres from Hell
station to the Swedish border station.
Meråkerbanen serves 13 stations, nine of which are also served by other
trains in the Rail passenger tender 2 “Nord”.

Future plans
There are plans to electrify the Meråkerbanen line as part of the project
to electrify the Trønderbanen (These are described as part of the Trønder
banen line).
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Saltenpendelen line
Route length
81 km
Number of stations
served
13
Number of trains
per day

Weekday
7

Saturday
1

Sunday
1

Passenger journeys
2014
89 800
Revenue 2014
33,4 mill. NOK

Ticket revenue
2014
5,3 mill. NOK

Passenger km 2014
4,8 million

Seat km 2014
13,6 million

Punctuality 2014
91 %
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Train km 2014
170 000

Market
Saltenpendelen is a fairly recently developed rail product, with strong
regional support. The line serves Bodø, with 50.000 inhabitants and 28.000
jobs, and the two municipalities of Fauske and Saltdal with a total population
of 15.000. Nordland county council provides eight daily bus departures in
each direction along the line.

Train services
The Saltenpendelen regional line between Bodø and Fauske/Rognan sees
37 departures per week in each direction: seven departures on weekdays,
one departure on Saturdays and one on Sundays.
The Nordlandsbanen long-distance and regional trains have the same stopping pattern as the Saltenpendelen. The Saltenpendelen regional trains are
scheduled so that the trains together provide a good, frequent and coordinated commuter service.

Rolling stock
Saltenpendelen uses the same NSB Class 93 diesel multiple units as regional
services on the Nordland line.

Infrastructure
See Nordlandsbanen.

Future plans
In 2016, measures to protect against landslides is prioritised on the Nordlandsbanen line. A new stop at Reitan is planned completed in 2017.
As part of the national implementation plan for ERTMS, it is envisioned that
centralised traffic control will be implemented on Nordlandsbanen north of
Mosjøen during the contract period. This will provide a capacity increase on
the stretch.
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The tendering procedure Nord
The Ministry of Transport and Communications has developed a procurement procedure seeking openness and fairness for all tenderers, in accordance with the principles of openness and equal treatment and Regulation
(EC) 1370/2007. The dates indicated below reflect the expected tendering
timetable as of March 2016. Dates may be subject to change.
Milestone/activity

Time

Announcement TED /Doffin

3 February 2016

Information and consultation meeting

10 March 2016

Establishment of general prequalification scheme

April 2016

Invitation to Tender

April – May 2017

Closing date for submission of tender

August 2017

Evaluation of tender

Aug – Sept 2017

Negotiations

Oct – Nov 2017

Contract signing

December 2017

Traffic start

December 2018
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Requirements for bidders
Bidders wishing to participate in tenders on the Norwegian railway network
must be prequalified in order to receive the Invitation To Tender. A general
prequalification scheme will be established, and will apply to all competitions within a prescribed period. Bidders may apply for prequalification at
www.togkonkurranse.no. The requirements for prequalification will be
made available on this website from 1 April 2016.
The Invitation to Tender for rail passenger service tender 2 «Nord» will be
available for prequalified tenderers at www.togkonkurranse.no in May 2017
at the latest.

Oslo Central Station (a)

Oslo Central Station, Barcode (b)
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Purpose of this document
This document provides general information on the current rail passenger
service and the process leading up to start of contract. It is not part of the
Invitation to Tender itself. Supplementary information about the railway
routes will be made available for prequalified tenderers.
Further information:
Information

Source

Website

Information about the
competition on Norwegian
railway networks,
population and financial
key figures

Ministry of
Transport and
Communications

www.togkonkurranse.no

Population and financial
key figures

Statistics Norway

www.ssb.no/en

Description of the railway
lines
(in Norwegian)

Norwegian Rail
Administration

www.jernbaneverket.no/
Jernbanen/Banene/

Network Statement

Norwegian Rail
Administration

brage.bibsys.no/xmlui/
handle/11250/155936

Current timetables

NSB

www.nsb.no/en/timetables/
timetables

Requirements for train
operators in Norway

Norwegian Railway www.sjt.no/en
Authority (SJT)
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